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2006

15 Jan.
Sungei Ara Gospel Hall 

22 Jan.
Island Glades Gospel Centre (Part 1)
29 Jan.

CHINESE NEW YEAR
29 Jan.
Burmah Road Gospel Hall (English-speaking)
05 Feb.
Butterworth Gospel Hall 

12 Feb.
Sungei Nibong Gospel Hall 

19 Feb.
Bukit Mertajam Gospel Centre 

26 Feb.
Burmah Road Gospel Hall (Chinese-speaking)  

06 Mar.
Island Glades Gospel Centre (Part 2)

12 Mar.
Batu Gajah Gospel Hall, Perak
19 Mar
Sungei Ara Gospel Hall (Part 2)

09 April
Bidor Gospel Chapel, Perak
16 April
Bethesda Ang Mo Kio, Singapore

Intro.


· 29th Jan.2006 Commences the Year of the Dog with the Celebration of the Chinese New Year.

· The Media, as usual, Make forecasts of what the Year of the Dog will bring.

· The Dog is highly Respected by Man and has a brilliant Record of valiant service to him.

· The Dog is Regarded as Man's best friend and numerous stories Refer to its faithfulness and loyalty.

Many of us keep and love our pet dogs.

· In case, I am misunderstood, my purpose in Speaking on the Year of the Dog is to Seize the opportunity of current interest and direct it to the Study of the "dog" in Scripture. I am not interested in the superstitious, astrological, and pagan aspects in its celebration. Nor do I encourage any believer to do so.

· Now, what has the Bible to Declare about "the Dog"?   -- Mostly bad!

I.
The Dogs: their Concepts and Comparisons.
A. The Concepts Attached to the Dog.
1. The Occurrences:
a. “Dog” is translated from the Hebrew, "keleb" and the Greek, "kuon". 
b. “Dog” occurs 15 times in 15 verses (1st. in Exo. 11:7); “Dogs”; 24 times in 23 verses (1st in Ex. 22:31).

c. “Dog” – 1st occ. in O.T. in Exo. 11:7 and in N.T. only in II Pet. 2:22; last in O.T. in Eccl. 9:4

d. “Dogs” – 1st occ. in O.T. in Exo. 22:31; and in N.T. in Matt. 7:6; last in O.T. in Jer. 15:3; in N.T. in Rev. 22:15

2. The Occasions:
a. Used in the Natural Sense -- Dogs could be Savage apart from being Streetwalkers and Scavengers. See #2a,b

i. Dogs Licked the sores on Lazarus’ legs.

Lk.16:21; etc.

ii. Dogs licked up Ahab’s blood when he was Assassinated.
I Kgs. 22:38 cf. 21:19

iii. Dogs Ripped up Jezebel’s dead body like Rubbish and devoured up her flesh.
II Kgs. 9:35-37, NIV

b. Used in the Metaphorical Sense
--
. 


keleb = a dog; hence (by euphemism) a male prostitute 
Strong

i. God Detests Defiled prostitutes (regarded as Dogs) and their earnings in His house. 
Deut. 23:18, NIV

ii. Goliath Disdained David as a Dog.
I Sam. 17:42, 43

iii. David felt Despised by Saul and regarded himself as a Dead Dog.
I Sam. 24:14

iv. The Lord Denounced those who could not Discern things sacred as Dogs. 
Matt. 7:6

v. Paul Directed a warning against the Judaizers, calling them Dogs.
Phil. 3:2

vi. “Christians” Deemed to have been Delivered from sin, and returning to it, are Dogs.
II Pet. 2:21, 22

vii. Those who Do the commandments of God have the Deed to the tree of life; 


those who do not, are Dogs as with others with their wicked Deeds.
Rev. 22:14, 15

c. Used in the Traditional Sense 



i. Jewish tradition:
· The Talmud: Vicious Daring Dogs were used to help guard Israel’s Northern border.

· The Sages: Dogs knew even when the “angel of Death” came into town.
Exo. 11:4-7
· The Prophets:  A person is a “dead dog”, indicating a lowly individual, unworthy of special attention. 

ii. The Midrash: 

The word meaning to search, investigate; thus, a study, a homiletical exposition, occurs only twice in the O.T. Reference is made to the midrash of the prophet Iddo (II Chr. 13:22) for additional information concerning Abijah, and there is a reference to the midrash on the Book of Kings (24:27). The RSV translates midrash in the first instance as “story” and in the second as “commentary”. These midrashim were probably commentaries on the historical narratives. -  See Pictorial Encyclopedia of the Bible, Vol. 4 pp. 222, 223

· Dogs Commanded by God to be silent just before the angel of Death descended.

But among the Israelites not a dog will bark at any man or animal. Then you will know 

that the LORD makes a distinction between Egypt and Israel.
Exo. 11:7, NIV

· The dogs Complied with loving obedience – God would reward them.

Exo. 22: 31
· Note the Connection between Exo. 22:31 and 23:1 - Do not spread false reports.
Exo. 23:1, NIV

· Jewish Tradition – a barking and yapping dog is symbolic of one who speaks (gossips) about others. 

· The Talmud – He who utters a “false report” has abused the gift of speech, and belongs in the company of annoying, barking dogs.

3. The Odd Texts: 
a. The Mention of “Dog” and “Pig” together in the following texts:

i. Do not give dogs what is sacred; do not throw your pearls to pigs.

Mt. 7:6, NIV

ii. A dog returns to its vomit and, A sow … to her wallowing in the mud.

II Pet. 2:22

iii. whoever offers a lamb, (is) like one who breaks a dog's neck; 

whoever makes a grain offering is like one who presents pig's blood,

Isa. 66:3, NIV

Interestingly, this year is the Year of the Dog and next year is the Year of the Pig.

b. The Meaning of “Dung” in (I) count them but dung, that I may win Christ.
Phil. 3:8
“Dung” (KJV), translated “Rubbish” in NIV, is skubalon in Greek.

“Skubalon” means what is thrown to the dogs, i.e. refuse, ordure, dung
Strong 

i. Paul’s Resolve in life was to Win and Know Christ.

Phil: 3:8, 10

ii. To do this he Regarded all things gained as Loss and as Rubbish,

Phil. 3:8, NIV


if they hampered his Relationship with and progress in Christ.


He would Discard them and throw them to the Dogs. Why? See Discussion later.
iii. A Chinese New Year Resolution fit for this year of the Dog is to adopt Paul’s Resolve, viz


I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord,
for whose sake I have lost all things.
I consider them rubbish, (i.e. rubbish to be thrown to the dogs)
that I may gain Christ
c. The Meaningful Diminutive – kunarion, a diminutive for "kuon"

It means a little pet dog, a puppy, used only in Mt. 15:26, 27; Mk.7:27, 28
See #B. 1 below
B. The Comparisons Associated with the Dog

1. We were Dogs saved by Grace.

a. We were Gentile "dogs" (Gk. kunarion = a pet dog)

Mt. 15:26, 27
i. The Gospel was first preached unto the Jews – the children at the table.

Rom. 1:16
ii. The Gentiles (the dogs) came into blessing when the Jews rejected the Gospel.

Rom. 11:11, 12.
b. We were Grace-saved dogs
dead dogs

II Sam. 9:8; 16:9; I Sam. 24:14

Mephibosheth, a Dead Dog, did not Deserve to sit at King David’s table, but the king showed him grace.


To be a dog is bad, to be a "dead dog" is doubly bad.  We are "doubly" sinners:

i. We were Dead in trespasses and sins; we were Conceived in Sin
Eph. 2:1; Psa. 51:5

ii. We were Doubly Dead as we Did sins as well; we Commit Sin – we are Confirmed Sinners. 
Rom. 3:23

iii. We do not Deserve to be saved, but Christ Died for our sins and save us by grace through faith.
Eph. 2:8

2. But we are no more Dogs before God.

a. Dogs are Streetwalkers, Searching the Streets for food.
Psa. 59:6,14, 15 cf. Psa. 22:16, 20


Such is the description of Sinners.
Psa. 59:5, 12, 13





But, we were Sinners, taken off the Streets to Sup in the Master's House.
Lk. 14:16, 21-24

We made not the following an Excuse for not accepting the invitation.

Therefore, they should continue not to be excuses for Enhancing our relationship with Christ. 

We should count our Gain as Loss, our Profits as Rubbish and throw them to the dogs

In order that we may win and know Christ:
i. Our Property – I have just bought a field, and I must go and see it. Please excuse me.
ii. Our Possessions – I have just bought… oxen, and I'm on my way to try them out. Please excuse me.

iii. Our Partner – I just got married, so I can't come.
b. Dogs are Scavengers.
	
	They eat...
	
	We eat....
	

	i.
	Dead animals.
	Exo. 22:31
	at the King's table.
	II Sam. 9:10 ct. 8

	ii.
	Human flesh
	I Kgs. 14:11; II Kgs. 9:36
	"the flesh" of the Lord
	Jn. 6:53, 54 

cf. v. 35

	iii.
	Blood
	I Kgs. 22:38 cf. Psa. 68:23
	"the blood" of the Lord.
	


Note: We eat the flesh of the Son of Man…when we go to Him so that we may never hunger and drink of His blood …when we believe on Him so that we may never thirst in order that we may have eternal life.  (Jn. 6:35, 53, 54)
3. So Behave not as Dogs - they are no Good.

a. Be not as Dumb Dogs that cannot bark.
Isa. 56:10

Ct. The Worshipping Christian: he is not dumb –

He Believes God; he Beholds God and he is Bold in praising God.
Lk. 1:13, 18-20, 57, 62-64

b. Be not as Sleeping Dogs, Lying down and Loving to Slumber.
Isa. 56:10


Ct. The Waking and Working Christian

Rom. 13:11, 12; I Cor. 15:58

c. Be not as Greedy Dogs out for Gain, and never having enough.
Isa. 56:11



Ct. The Well-contented Christian
Phil. 4:10-13

d. Be not as Neck-broken Dogs, offering Sacrifices without Spirit and Sincerity.
Isa. 66:2, 3


Ct. 
The Spiritual Sacrifices of a Christian – 
I Pet. 2:5


The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, 


O God, thou wilt not despise. 
Psa. 51:17

4. Be ye a Sheep-dog, always on Guard.
Job. 30:1; ct. Isa. 56:10, 11


Intro.  Probably the only good thing said about the dog refers to the sheep dog.
Job 30:1

a. Elders Watch for our souls as Sheep dogs.
Acts 20:28, NIV; Heb. 13:17

i. Obey and be Subordinate to them.

ii. They have to Submit an account of their care for us.

b. Elders Warn us of Wolves in Sheep’s clothing.
Acts 20:28-31; Matt. 7:15

c. They Work for the Chief Shepherd: --
I Pet. 5:1, 4

Contrast the “shepherd dogs” in Isa, 56:10, 11 with the “Shepherd-dog Elders” in I Pet. 5:1-4
	The “shepherd dogs” in Isa. 56:10, 11
	The "Shepherd-Dog Elders"  in I Pet. 5:1-4

	They are dumb dogs,  that cannot bark
	They are Appointed by the Spirit and have His Authority (Acts 20:28). They are shepherds of God’s flock under their care, serving as overseers. (NIV) 

	They are sleeping dogs, lying down, loving to slumber
	They are Alert – they work hard: they feed the flock ... taking the oversight of. 

	They are greedy dogs that can never have enough
	They are not Avaricious – They are not greedy for money, but eager to serve (NIV)

	They are shepherds that cannot understand.
	They are Accommodating – they take the lead but do not lord over those entrusted to them. They are examples to the flock. (NIV).

	They are all looking to their own way … everyone for his gain.
	They are Agreeable – they do their work not because they must, but because they are willing, as God wants them to be. (NIV)

	They are responsible to blind watchmen who lack knowledge. (NIV)
	They are Accountable to the Chief Shepherd who will reward them when He appears.


5. Beware of Vile, Vomiting Dogs - they are Godless and Gross. 
II Pet. 2:22
a. They are Treacherous Teachers.

- Who seek to Ensnare others in the Bondage of the Law.
Phil. 3:2

b. They are the Filthy, Foul "Followers" 



- Who seek to Entangle others in Backtracking into Lust.
II Pet. 2:19-22

c. Those who Follow them are Fools returning to their Folly.
Pro. 26:11
Conclusion and Chinese New Year Resolution:

In this year of the Dog … Consider all things as rubbish, that you may gain Christ!
· Be as a dog saved by grace, 

Well-contented in Him, Walking with Him, Working for Him and Worshipping Him
· Be not the Dog that is Dead, Dumb and Directionless, 


Walking the streets and scavenging for crumbs that the World offers when you can feast at His Table. 
· Beware of wolves in sheep's clothing; they are Dangerous Dogs 

that seek to entangle you into the Bondage of Sin, Superstition and Scare

Final Note:

Despite what is said about the dog above, let us remind ourselves that Dogs are among God’s creations and those of us who keep pet dogs still need to love, care and cherish them as we would any of God’s beautiful creatures.  

He has made everything beautiful in its time. He has also set eternity in the hearts of men;

yet they cannot fathom what God has done from beginning to end.
Eccl. 3:11, NIV

Part II – The Dogs at the Cross of Christ
To be Continued.
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